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Toseland Annual Parish Meeting 7.30pm, May 11, 2015 

 

AGENDA 

 

Attendance: Parish Councillors Hardy, Mullan,Taylor,Tossell, and Wynn were present. 
 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting May 2014  

 

2. Matters arising 

 

3. Chair’s report on the year 2014-15: It was a very successful year in Toseland and we 

tackled some issues of genuine importance to the community. In April we held the annual 

litter pick on a very windy day and picked enormous amounts of litter. Thank you to Ann and 

Jeff Tossell for welcome refreshments and a BBQ afterwards at Blue Ball House. In June we 

held our annual BBQ at Blue Ball House. It was very successful and great fun in lovely 

weather. A big thank you to Mr and Mrs Tossell for allowing the village to use their beautiful 

garden. Over the summer we launched a consultation and engagement exercise on traffic and 

speeding issues. This generated a very healthy response and resulted in a bid for a traffic 

calming measure to Cambridgeshire County Council. We heard in February that we had been 

awarded £4,500 and that a speed limit of 30mph may be possible, subject to consultation. The 

plan is to agree proposals with CCC and residents over the next couple of months.In July we 

also celebrated the completion of the painting of the nave of St Michael’s which was project 

managed by the Parochial Church Council and funded by the Cotton Farm Community 

Benefit Fund. The parish council is supporting the church in a long term project to maintain 

and improve the church as a public venue for the village. In September we were successful 

working with the PCC in bidding for funds from Cotton Farm Community Benefit Fund for a 

composting toilet in the churchyard. This will be installed in the summer and will no doubt 

prove enormously useful. 

 

The Harvest Supper was again a great success in October. The church was full and we ate 

wonderful food cooked by about a dozen cooks, plus many others helped with moving pews, 

cleaning, etc. We had a brilliant start to fund raising for a traffic calming measure. December 

saw a very busy Christmas dinner in the church with more than 60 tickets sold. It was a real 

community effort and we again did some very successful fund raising for the traffic calming 

scheme. Plus for the first time we sang some carols which seemed to be really popular.  In 

March 2015 there was a record turnout of 19 pickers for the 2015 Litter Pick which was 

fantastic. And we also enjoyed some lovely warm spring weather, which made the BBQ 

afterwards very pleasant.  Again, a big thank you to Mr and Mrs Tossell for hosting a BBQ for 

the litter pickers. We brought back the biggest mountain of rubbish ever seen in Toseland! 

 

As always, we remain very grateful to Mr and Mrs Tossell and Mr Dillon for maintenance of 

the village garden throughout 2014 and 2015.: 

 

4. Contributions from/issues raised by residents. Postponed until the meeting noted 

in point 5. 
 

5. Schedule of events: Meeting about road improvements proposal, Barbecue, 

composting toilet celebration, dates tba. 

  

6. Date of next meeting:  May 2016, before the Parish Council AGM.  
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Toseland Parish Council AGM, Monday May 11  

 

MINUTES 

 

Attendance:  Parish Councillors Hardy, Mullan,Taylor,Tossell, and Wynn were present. 

 

1. Minutes: of the previous scheduled meeting [25/02/15] and Traffic Engineer Meeting 

[22/04/15] were read confirmed and signed.  

 

2. Matters arising: 

2.1 Litter pick: A record amount of rubbish was collected by 19 volunteers, a vote of thanks 

to Mr & Mrs Tossell for hosting the barbecue afterwards was made. 

2.2 Newton Memorial Garden: A vote of thanks to Mrs Tossell and Mr Dillon for 

maintenance of the village Garden in the past year was made. 

2.4 Report on footpaths issues: problemmatic, the kissing gate near Lordship Pond is still 

unfinished, Mrs O’Brien will sort out the stiff gate on bridlepath 1 North [Green Farm] and 

there are negotiations with Toseland Hall regarding the stile and plank past the O’Briens on 

that public footpath. 

2.5 To note: missing waymarking on some paths have been replaced recently.  

 

3. Election of Officers (Chair and Clerk): Ms Taylor and Mrs Dillon were unanimously re-

elected as Chair and Clerk, respectively. 

 

4. Declarations of interest: There were no declarations of interest. 

 

5.Website: A vote of thanks to Mrs Moffat was recorded for continuing to maintain the 

website so well.  See also 6.8 below regarding new requirements for what must be published 

annually on the website.    

 

6. Finance: 

6.1 The receipts & payments summary for 2014-15, and accounts book were approved and 

signed. 

6.2 Arrangements for the internal (May 15) and external audit (June 8) 2015 were confirmed. 

6.3 The effectiveness of the internal audit process was reviewed, and the reappointment of the 

internal auditor for the year 2014-15 was confirmed. 

6.4 The Annual Return 2014-15 Statement of Accounts for External Audit was discussed, 

approved and signed. 

6.5 The Annual Return 2014-15 Annual Governance Statement was discussed, approved and 

signed. 

6.6 It was noted that public notification had been given on 24/04/15 regarding the 

arrangements for the exercise of electors’ rights, and that the accounts are available for 

inspection 08/05/15-05/06/15, with the External Audit date being 08/06/15. 

6.7 The following bills were paid: CPALC subscription £89.36 and  Toseland Parochial 

Church Council for Hall fees £80.00.  An S.137 donation of £20 to St Neots Museum, for free 

entry for villagers 2015-16 was agreed, as was a payment to the Internal Auditor of £10.00.  

The discounted rate of £284.05 offered by Aon Insurance for a 3 year agreement was 

discussed, it was decided to enquire further as to the possibility of further reduction in relation 

to no-claims bonus before making a commitment to this scheme, but this reduced payment 

was approved in principle. 

6.8  The new government Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities, regarding financial 

information that must be published on the website annually, was adopted. Additional items to 

be displayed on the TPC website are: by July 2015, the Receipts and Payments a/c; Autunm, 

all sections of the Annual Return.  
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6.9 It was noted that the grant money from the Cotton Farm Wind Farm Community Benefit 

Fund for the composting toilet {£5495.00] will be paid to the contractors on receipt of the 

invoices. It was reported that negotiations between the new TPCC Treasurer, Mr Moffat, and 

the Church authorities, HDC planning department, and English Heritage were in progress.   

6.10 The receipt of the requested precept of £750.00 for 2015-16 was noted.  

 

7.Planning 

7.1 It was noted that application no. 15/00124/TREE, to fell/remove a tree covered by a TPO 

on land adjacent to St Michael’s Church Toseland, had been refused by HDC.  

 

8.Traffic Issues: The progress of the successful bid to CCC for a ‘give-way’ feature on High 

Street Toseland was discussed. A village meeting will be convened in July once the details of 

the project have been supplied by CCC. 

 

9. Correspondence   
9.1 In response to a request for donation from MAGPAS, it was decided to make an S137 

donation of £10.00. 

 

10. Schedule of events:Annual Barbecue June; celebration of the installation of the 

composting toilet; Harvest Feast October; Christmas Party December. Dates TBA. 

 

11. Items for next meeting: No items were tabled. 

  

12. Date of next meeting:  This meeting closed at 9.30pm and the next meeting is scheduled 

for September 2015, date TBA.. 
 
 
 


